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Looking back yet further was Thomas Hardy: Fate, Exclusion and Tragedy,
which, not being pegged to some anniversary and having a loose thematic
approach to his life, seemed a bit random. And unlike Ken Burns's Hemingway, a
series of muscular authority, it felt cut from a more delicate cloth, with near-

ceaseless soft strings in the background.

No matter. This was also a considered, scholarly delve into the interior life of a
complicated writer, even if it left me with a slightly muddled view of the man.
Despite an author’s explanations about how Hardy enjoyed life, we also heard
that he “found the cruelty of the world unbearable” and lived in a “malignant

universe”. He did write Jude, after all.

Then there was his sex life, or lack of it. Not getting along with wife Emma
Gifford, he voraciously fancied other women while staying in London, but kept
things platonic, pouring his longings instead into the novels. When finally he
had a “sexually passionate” relationship, with Florence Dugdale, he was in his
sixties, and she in her twenties. Perhaps at that point he changed his mind about
how malignant the universe is.
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Interview with Radio Scotland here / here

Somerset

Interview with BBC Radio Somerset here


https://dnapr.sharepoint.com/sites/DNAShare/Shared%20Documents/ODYSSEY/THOMAS%20HARDY/Coverage/BBC%20Radio%20Scotland%20(1).mp3
https://dnapr.sharepoint.com/sites/DNAShare/Shared%20Documents/ODYSSEY/THOMAS%20HARDY/Coverage/BBC%20Radio%20Scotland%20(2).mp3
https://dnapr.sharepoint.com/sites/DNAShare/Shared%20Documents/ODYSSEY/THOMAS%20HARDY/Coverage/BBC%20Somerset%20interivew.mp3













Thomas Hardy: Fate,
Exclusion and Tragedy

9.00pm Sky Arts
DOCUMENTARY A writer witha
radical heart, Thomas Hardy gifted
literature with astonishing heroines,
critical social observations and
countless page-turning cliffhangers.
This documentary includes excerpts
from film adaptations of Far from the
Madding Crowd, Jude the Obscure
and Tess of the d'Urbervilles as
markers to chart his literary career.
Of particular interest is his
marriage to Emma Gifford, which
started well but waned into acold,
cruel relationship. Scholars arque
that much of Hardy's best work,
especially his poetry, emerged after
her death when, in his 70s, he
experienced a rebirth that shaped
and moulded the literary canon. KT
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Thomas Hardy: Fate, Exclusion and Tragedy, Sky Arts

The poet and novelist Thomas Hardy is one of the almighty staples in English literature,
and one of the darkest. His life was burdened with regret and sadness, which he
channelled into his writing.

Hardy's life is examined in this new Sky Arts documentary, which looks at his fraught
marriage with Emma Clifford. After being estranged from her for 20 years and falling in
love with his secretary, Hardy’s life was turned upside-down after Clifford’s sudden death.
The tragedy led to some of his most important literary works.

WHEN Tuesday 14 September, 9pm - 10pm

WHERE Sky Arts
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